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August Stated Meeting - Tuesday, August 11th, 2026 

Aztlan Lodge #1 F. & A.M. 

1028 Willow Creek Road 

Prescott AZ 86301 
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August 2026 TRESTLEBOARD 

http://www.aztlanlodge.org
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Affiliated Organizations 

O.E.S. Golden Rule #1 
1st & 3rd Thursday 7:00 p.m.  

(Sept.-June)  
2nd Floor Aztlan Lodge 

Linda Marriott 
 (928) 713-5446 

Yavapai County Shrine Club  
3rd Wednesday 

5:30 p.m. meet and greet. 
6:00 p.m. dinner 

Call Glenn Coopey for the 
location (928) 800-2298  

High Country Scottish Rite 
Club  

2nd Tuesday 5:00 p.m.  
(Jan. - Oct.) 

3rd Floor Aztlan Lodge  
Ken Davis 

(603) 456-3581   

Yavapai Chapter 
Order of DeMolay 
1st & 3rd Sundayôs 

6:30 p.m. 
3rd Floor of Aztlan Lodge 

Bill Searle 
(928) 899-3664 

 Phoenix Scottish Rite  
Bodies 

3
rd
 Thursday, 7:00 p.m. 

Phoenix Scottish Rite Facility 
7726 N 59th Ave  
Glendale, AZ 85301  
(602) 212-1073 

Check the Lodge Calendar on the website for the most up-to-date information. 

Please reach out to our brothers and sisters.  See how they are doing. 

They will be most appreciative! 

Sickness and Distress 
Ryan Guedel 

7864 N Siesta Sunset Ln 
Prescott Valley AZ 86315 
(928) 830-8348 

Ellie Martin 

801 Vanosdale Road, 
Apt 239L 
Knoxville, TN 37909 
(928) 775-3612 

Greg Hendrickson 

6598 East Beckett Trail 
Prescott Valley AZ 86314 
(928) 533-8179 

Clint Russell 

2931 West Mountain Park Rd 
Show Low, AZ 85901 
(928) 606-5802 

Jonathon Tracy 

PO Box 25461 
Prescott Valley, AZ 86312 

David Trice 

1035 Mylo Dr 
Chino Valley, AZ 86323 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/7726+N+59th+Ave,+Glendale,+AZ+85301/@33.5496276,-112.1890354,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x872b6b0091b04ac9:0xf1d20be8e6d76edc!8m2!3d33.5496231!4d-112.1868467?hl=en
https://www.aztlanlodge.org/calendar.shtml
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Monthly meetings are the Monday before 

the Stated Meeting and as scheduled 

by the Worshipful Master 

 

Term Ending 2026: Ken Thomas, Scotty Hays 

Term Ending 2027: John Olson, Joe Sweeney 

Term Ending 2028: Jeff Crandell, Scott Snyder 

 

Ex Officio 

Chairman - Dean Sulzar, PM Vice Chairman - Steve Phillips 

Treasurer - Don Earle Secretary - Dave Luebke, PGM 

Building Maintenance: Bro. Devin Hester devin.m.hester@gmail.com 

Bylaws: Bro. Steve Phillips angus1321@yahoo.com 

Cemetery: Bro. Glenn Coopey glenn_coopey@yahoo.com 

Calling: Bro. Chris Campbell ArchMagu@yahoo.com 

Finance Review: Bro. John Olson john@olsonhome.net 

Masonic Events:   

Membership: Bro. Rob Berryman rob_berryman@outlook.com 

Grants: Bro. Ken Davis kdavis3858@gmail.com 

Strategic Planning: WB Dean Sulzar dsulzerjr35@gmail.com 

Trestleboard Editor: Bro. Jeremiah Scheffer scheffer_pdesign@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: WB Keith Rosewitz webmaster@aztlanlodge.org 

TRUSTEES 

2026 Committees, Chairman 
and Contact Email 

mailto:Kdavis3858@gmail.com
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2026 AZTLAN LODGE OFFICERS LINE 

Worshipful Master: 

Senior Warden: 

Junior Warden: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

Chaplain : 

Marshal: 

Senior Deacon: 

Junior Deacon: 

Senior Steward: 

Junior Steward: 

Tyler: 

Dean Sulzer 

Steve Phillips 

Bill Searle 

Don Earle 

Dave Luebke (not pictured) 

Clent Walker (not pictured) 

Glenn Coopey (not pictured) 

Josh Taggart 

Derald Hogeland 

Jeff Crandell (not pictured) 

vacant 

Mo Torrey 
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The history of Freemasonry in Prescott is closely intertwined with the history of Arizona itself. When 
Governor John N. Goodwin established Prescott as the capital of the newly created Arizona Territo-
ry in 1864, the town quickly became home to many civic leaders, merchants, soldiers, and profes-
sionalsðamong them a number of Freemasons committed to building both a new community and a 
better society. 
 
Recognizing the need for a Masonic Lodge, these early Brethren petitioned the Grand Lodge of 
California, which granted a dispensation on September 19, 1865, establishing Aztlan Lodge Un-
der Dispensationðthe first Masonic lodge in what is now the State of Arizona. On January 17, 
1866, the Lodge received its charter as Aztlan Lodge No. 177, Free and Accepted Masons. 
 
As Arizona grew, so did the influence of Freemasonry. Many of the Territory's early leaders were 
Masons who helped establish government, businesses, schools, and civic institutions. Their commit-
ment to integrity, service, and brotherhood helped shape the character of the Arizona Territory. 
 
One of Aztlan's most distinguished members was Morris Goldwater, a Past Master of the Lodge 
and later Grand Master of Masons in Arizona. His leadership and dedication to both Masonry and 
the Prescott community reflected the ideals upon which the fraternity was founded. 
 
A defining moment in Arizona Masonic history came in 1882, when representatives of Arizona's 
lodges met in Prescott to form the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Arizona. With 
the establishment of the Grand Lodge, Aztlan was redesignated as Aztlan Lodge No. 1, forever rec-
ognized as Arizona's oldest Masonic lodge. 
 
Today, Aztlan Lodge #1 continues the work begun by those pioneering Brethren more than 160 
years ago. Through fellowship, charity, and a commitment to making good men better, the Lodge 
remains a vital part of the Prescott community. 
 
The Lodge also proudly maintains the Aztlan Masonic Cemetery, the resting place of many of 
Prescott's early pioneers and Masonic leaders. It stands as a lasting reminder of the men whose vi-
sion and dedication helped build both our city and our fraternity. 
 
As members of Aztlan Lodge #1, we are not only heirs to a remarkable historyðwe are its caretak-
ers. By preserving our traditions and living the principles of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth, we 
honor the legacy of those who came before us and ensure that Arizona Freemasonry continues to 
thrive for generations to come. 
 
 
Fraternally, 

Dean D. Sulzer Jr., Worshipful Master 

Aztlan Lodge No.1 F. & A.M. 

The Birth of Freemasonry in Arizona: Aztlan Lodge #1 
By Dean Sulzer, WM 
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Wisdom From The West 
By Steven Phillips, SW 

 Brethren, 
Good month to you all. Summer is upon us. The heat and monsoons have arrived. During these 
summer months, the Worshipful Master has decided lodge wear to be more informal. You will see 
the officers more in Lodge polos and the like these next few months. Feel free to take a cue from 
this and keep yourselves from overheating during these hot & muggy days & nights. 
 
At the July Stated Meeting, I spoke on how we are in an extreme deficit regarding our degree team. I 
urged all the Brethren present to look to themselves or speak to others that may be interested in tak-
ing up a part for the 2

nd
 section of the MM Degree. Now I ask this of all who read this. If you know a 

part or are interested in learning a part, please contact one of the pedestal officers or our new 
DDGL, MWB David Luebke. We have important parts that need to be filled and would like to have 
more than one person that can fill any given role. Look to yourselves and see if you or someone you 
know can do this service to our Lodge. We also need Brothers that can do the Charges. Yes, we can 
read those, but it is so much more impactful and a better connection established when recited. 
 
I am also putting a call out for volunteers for the Outdoor Degree. As always, we want it to be as 
successful as possible. To that end, we need Brothers to help with Set-up/teardown, Registration 
desk, and Food Service/Kitchen. Bro. Bill, JW, is running Set-up. I am running Food Service. For 
Registration, look to WB Dean for now. Feel free to contact us for these areas. 
 
Now I take this final moment to acknowledge one of our newest line officers, Jeff Crandell. He was 
installed last month as Sr. Stew and did an excellent job this month with home cooked carnitas. He 
also volunteers for the blood drive. Thank you Jeff for your cooking and Lodge activities. On that, 
Jeff will not be available for the September, October, or November Lodge dinners. He has asked for 
volunteers to do the meals for those months. Otherwise, he says it will be ñSafeway chickenò. I al-
ready have October in hand. I will be bringing back Cajun Night after skipping last year. So, we need 
September and November wrangled. 
 
 
 
Fraternally, 

Steven Phillips, Senior Warden 

Aztlan Lodge No.1 F. & A.M. 
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History of the Trestleboard 
By William Searle, JW 

 The Trestleboard is one of the oldest and most meaningful symbols in Freemasonry, with its origins 
tracing back to the operative stonemasons of the Middle Ages. During the period of operative ma-
sonry, master masons used a wooden board, often supported by trestles, as a drafting surface on 
which they sketched plans, measurements, and architectural details. These drawings served as 
working blueprints that guided craftsmen in shaping and placing each stone according to the mas-
ter's design. Because paper was expensive and often unavailable, plans were sometimes drawn di-
rectly on plaster floors or large wooden boards that could be reused throughout a project. 
 
During later periods, meetings often took place in taverns, and chalk and charcoal were used to 
draw the trestleboard on the wooden floor. This way, should the need arise, the trestleboard could 
immediately be erased without a trace. Indeed, as taverns were public, it was standard practice to 
erase the trestleboard at the end of all functions. It is for this reason that mops and pails were often 
listed in a Lodgeôs standard inventory. The tedious job of having to draw the trestleboard before eve-
ry meeting with chalk and charcoal later gave way in the 18th century to permanent wooden, or cloth 
trestleboards being fixed to the floor through tape and nails. This was probably because the need for 
secrecy lessened during this period, and many lodges had obtained a more permanent location to 
meet than the local tavern. 
 
Today, the Trestleboard continues to hold an important place in Masonic symbolism throughout the 
world. Although modern architects rely on digital design software instead of wooden drafting boards, 
the lesson remains unchanged. Just as no great building can be completed without careful planning, 
no person can achieve moral excellence without purpose, discipline, and adherence to sound princi-
ples. The Trestleboard reminds every Freemason that life itself is a work in progress and that each 
individual is responsible for faithfully following the moral blueprint laid before him while contributing 
to the improvement of society and the fraternity. 
 
 
Fraternally, 

William Searle, Junior Warden 

Aztlan Lodge No.1 F. & A.M. 
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Several times a year I like to publish an article concerning the questions that I have received in the 
previous months. 
 
1. What is the Acacia book? - The Acacia book is found in Tyler's Room and it contains a list of all 
of the lodges in the world recognized by the Grand Lodge of Arizona. If you are going to travel, 
this book should be reviewed to ensure that any lodge you may visit is recognized by the Grand 
Lodge of Arizona. 

2. Do I need a Grandview account? - This is not a choice of any member. All Arizona masons have 
a Grandview account. Grandview is how the Grand Lodge of Arizona manages its members. 
Every brother should take the time to sign up for access to Grandview, which is where you will 
find a raft of valuable information such as:  

 - lodge membership list 
 - lodge file archives 
 - your dues card 
 - Grand Lodge Officers 
 - Events from around the state. 
 - and many other useful pieces of information 
3. How do I sign up for access to Grandview? - Go to azmasons.org click on "Sign in to Grandview" 
then click on ñSign upò. 

4. Can I view the lodge trestleboard if I'm not a member? Yes, go to aztlanlodge.org and scroll 
down to the trestle board link. 

5. How do I access the lodge calendar? - Go to aztlanlodge.org and click on ñActivitiesò 
6. What is ñBits & Piecesò? - This is a weekly Masonic blog written by Dave Luebke and distributed 
via the Grandview email system. It is automatically sent to all members who have an email ad-
dress listed on Grandview. 

7. Can I get Bits & Pieces if I'm not a lodge member? - Yes to sign up email Dave Luebke at either 
secretary@aztlanlodge.org or dhlpersonal@proton.me 

 
That's it for now, 
 

Dave Luebke, PGM 

Aztlan Lodge No.1 F. & A.M. 

From the Secretaryôs Table 
By Dave Luebke, PGM 
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Have you thought about obtaining a proficiency Card?  There is a common misconception today that 
proficiencies are only for Lodge Officers. Such, however, is not the case. Any brother, so desiring to 
do so, may obtain a proficiency card or even one of the Grand Lodge Awards. Just because you 
have a proficiency card does not mean you're going to be a lodge officer. It just means that you 
could be if you so choose.  

Proficiency Cards 

Proficiency cards offer different levels of attainment. 

Junior Warden - open, close, and confer one degree. 

Senior Warden - open, close and confer two degrees (Aztlan Lodge also requires one lecture) 

Worshipful Master - Open, close, confer on all three degrees, one full lecture (E. A. F.C. or M.M.) 
and the Middle Chamber and Apron Lectures. 

Note: all of the required work does not have to be done at one time but may be done across a period 
of months. 

Grand Lodge Awards 

These awards vary from the simplest to the most complex of memorization. 

The Marshalôs Award pin - given for proficiency of the Marshal's Interrogation in the Preparation 
Room before the first degree 

Howard Spain Award - given for proficiency in the admonition given before the second section of 
the third degree. This admonition may be found in the ritual book on page S22. 

Master Lecturer Award - given for proficiency in the lecture of all three degrees. 

Master Ritualist Award - given for proficiency in almost all of the ritual work in all three degrees. 

 

All of these awards and proficiency cards make sense if you consider that the charter for any Mason-
ic Lodge is given for the purpose of initiating, passing, and raising all good men and true. 

 

The specifics of each of the awards may be found on Grandview in your own portal. However if you 
have a question about the awards or believe you would like to work towards one and need some di-
rection, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Reminders: 

Only one ritual book is to be open in a tiled lodge at any given time (AMC Section 2-101 (b)). 

The ritual book is one of those items that falls under the first degree obligation of not being able 
to print, paint, etc. (AMC Section 2-101(d)) 

 

Dave Luebke, PGM 

District Deputy Grand Lecturer 

d.luebke@azmasons.org or dhlpersonal@proton.me 

From the District Deputy Grand Lecturer: Proficiencies 
By Dave Luebke, PGM 

mailto:d.luebke@azmasons.org
mailto:dhlpersonal@proton.me
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Lodge Member August Birthdays 

BROTHERôS NAME DATE 

William Hepburn Aug 4th 

Gilbert Marriott, Jr Aug 6th 

Leon Gilner Aug 11th 

Edward Ruwaldt, III Aug 15th 

Stanley Stobierski Aug 17th 

Bryan Shaw Aug 22nd 

Bryan Thomas Aug 22nd 

Carl Lind Aug 23rd 

Thomas Larive Aug 25th 

Timothy Nolan Aug 27th 

Douglas Chambers Aug 30th 
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Aztlan Lodge Masonic Education 

Fellowcraft Discussion Group 

Mon, Aug 3rd at 7pm 

Zoom meeting 

Open to all Fellowcraft and above degrees 
 

Entered Apprentice and 

General Masonic Discussion Group 

Sat, Aug 8th at 9pm 

at Aztlan Lodge after 8am breakfast 

Open to all 
 

Master Mason Discussion Group 

Weds, Aug 26th at 7pm 

Zoom meeting 

Open to all Master Masons 
 

Please contact Bro Dave Luebke at the secretaryôs office 

Secretary@AztlanLodge.org 

with questions or for more information. 

 

Looking forward to having you join us 

for this monthôs Masonic Education! 
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Community Cupboard Food Bank 

Join us every Wednesday 

from 10am to noon. 

 

Please contact Bro Don Earle or Bro Rob Berryman for questions about 

how you can help make an impact in our community by donating time 

to serve those who are in need. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
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Red Cross Blood Drive 

Aztlan Lodge / Red Cross Blood Drive Update 
 

We had a very successful drive on July 8
th
 with 60 units collected. 

 
This was the first time using the Lodge room for actual donations as we are better able to control the 
temperature there with the high ceiling. (We will probably use it again in September depending on 
weather and I will remember to take photos this time!) 
 
As mentioned in the last update as we are a Premier Partner, the RC was able to add the July drive 
and extend hours to increase our available appointments to 90. We had 78 booked but alas had a 
few donors that werenôt able to donate and some no shows- All in All still a resounding success. 
 
Our next Drive will be held on Sept 9

th
 with 78 appointments available with 24 already filled. So, 

book early if you intend to donate as they will fill quickly. 
 
As always go to Redcross.org and type AZTLAN in the sponsor code box  - you will be taken directly 
to our schedule and can book your chosen time. 
 
The Chart below shows the total number of donations to date and the percentage of First-time do-
nors. This is a important metric as it indicates we are bringing in new donors to the pool, cementing 
future for strong turnouts for our ongoing efforts. 
 
Again, Thanks to all the volunteers and member donors who help make this effort the success we 
are enjoying. 
 
Fraternally  
Don and Jeff 
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Aztlan Lodge Update 

In July 2026 Aztlan Lodge replaced the dining / social room flooring. 

It was much needed and what a huge difference it makes. 

 

Make sure to stop by at the next Stated Meeting and see it for yourself! 

before 

after 
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The Lodge has established the Skilled Trades Grant Program to bolster the local workforce by re-
moving financial barriers for students pursuing essential vocational careers. With an annual budget 
of $10,000, the program awards five individual grants of $2,000 each year. 

Award Structure and Financial Impact 

Each year, the program provides five individual grants of $2,000. These funds are intended to be 
flexible, covering a variety of educational expenses such as tuition, certification costs, and the pur-
chase of professional tools. This is particularly significant given that typical trade certification costs at 
Yavapai College can range from $2,500 to $6,000 for tuition and fees, with an additional $300 to 
$600 required for specialized gear. By providing $2,000, the Lodge covers a substantial portion of 
the out-of-pocket costs for residents pursuing high-demand careers. 

Program Focus and Eligibility 

The initiative specifically targets residents of Yavapai County enrolled in trade or technical pro-
grams. Supported fields include, but are not limited to: 

¶ Construction & Industrial: Electrical, HVAC, welding, carpentry, and plumbing. 

¶ Service Industries: Culinary arts and cosmetology. 

Technical Trades: Automotive, aviation, and drafting. 

Application and Selection 

The application process is designed for ease of use, 
requiring a short statement of interest (maximum 250 
words), proof of residency, and one reference. A dedi-
cated committee evaluates applicants based on a 25-
point scale covering career goal clarity, commitment 
to the trade, financial need, and Community Involve-
ment.  

Funds are versatile, covering tuition, specialized tools, 
or certification costs at local institutions like Yavapai 
College CTEC 

The Review Committee uses a formal scoring sheet to evaluate applicants based on the clarity of 
their career goals, commitment to their chosen trade, financial need, and the overall completeness of 
their application. The program is open to the public, with a bonus applied to applicants' scores for 
community involvement, such as scouting, church involvement, and being relatives of Masons. The 
applications will be available by April 30, with selections made on May 31

st
.  

For More Information, contact Ken Davis, Chairman, kdavis3858@gmail.com 
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The River of Light 
By Adam England, The Backyard Astronomer 

Summer can be a frustrating time for Arizona astronomers. Afternoon thunderstorms roll across the 
high desert with little warning, and many evenings that begin with promise end beneath a blanket of 
clouds. Yet every so often, the storms move on, the air settles, and the night sky opens above us. 
When it does, one of the finest sights in astronomy stretches from horizon to horizon. 

 

The Milky Way. 

 

People have looked up at this hazy ribbon of light for thousands of years. The ancient Greeks imag-
ined it as milk spilled across the heavens, giving our galaxy the name we still use today. Other cul-
tures saw it as a river, a road, or a bridge connecting Earth with the spirit world. Long before tele-
scopes, it inspired people to wonder what lay beyond the stars. 

 

Today we know the answer is even more remarkable than the legends. 

 

The Milky Way is our home galaxy, containing hundreds of billions of stars along with vast clouds of 
gas and dust. Unlike the beautiful spiral galaxies we see in photographs, we don't have the luxury of 
viewing our own from the outside. Instead, our Solar System sits within one of its spiral arms, about 
26,000 light-years from the galactic center. When we look toward the Milky Way, we're looking 
across the disk of our own galaxy rather than at it from afar. 

 

That soft glow isn't a cloud. It is the combined light of countless distant stars, so numerous and so 
far away that our eyes blend them into a single band crossing the sky. 

 

Running through that river of starlight are dark gaps that seem almost empty. In reality, they are 
enormous clouds of dust drifting between us and the stars beyond. Hidden inside many of those 
clouds are stellar nurseries where gravity is quietly shaping new generations of stars and, perhaps, 
future planetary systems. 

(continued on next page) 


